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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


HRISTIANS are strengthened 
e and comforted in their faith 
by continually remembering that the 
Saviour in whom they trust is one 
with the Father, true God, and has 
kinship with us as true Man; and that 
the divine power is used for our ben- 
efit. “All power is given to me in 
Heaven and in earth,” ‘said our Divine 
Lord. That power makes all who 
come to Him in sincerity and truth, 
in repentance and faith, children of 
God and heirs of heaven. He for- 
gives sinners and reconciles them with 
the Father, so that through Him and 
by Him they have a place in the 
Father’s house. 

When the divine power of the Son 
of God was challenged by the Jews in 
the case of the man sick of the palsy, 
who was lowered by his friends in 
the presence of all through the roof 
of the house, the Saviour’s reply was, 
“Whether is it easier to say, ‘Thy sins 
be forgiven thee!’ or, ‘Rise up and 
walk!’?” And then He told the man 
to take up his bed and walk away with 
it—a command that the man instantly 
obeyed. 

The same power has been manifest- 
ed in the case of every repentant sin- 
ner who has come to the Saviour. He 
came from the bosom of the Father 


that He might save His people from 
their sins. Zacharias, father of John 
the Baptist, prophesied that he should 
go before the face of the Lord “to 
prepare His ways: to give knowledge 
of salvation unto the people, by the 
remission of their sins, through the 
tender mercy of our God, whereby the 
dayspring from on high hath visited 
us, to give light to them that sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.” 

In all generations Christian be- 
lievers have experienced the fulfill- 
ment of these predictions; their sins 
have been forgiven by faith in the 
sacrifice of Himself that Christ of- 
fered on Calvary—‘“the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth us from all sins”; 
and they have “been reconciled to God 
by the death of His Son.” And 
through the influence of His divine 
power they are enabled to walk be- 
fore Him in newness of life—living 
epistles known and read of all men, 
declaring that Jesus is not only able to 
save, but to keep all those who come 
unto God by Him. 

The Church of Rome suppresses 
and conceals this Gospel truth from 
the They should be in- 
structed in the way of the Lord. 


people. 
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Priests Continue to Come to Christ’s 

Mission. 

Last month two priests called at 
Christ’s Mission, expressing their de- 
sire to renounce the priesthood and 
leave the Catholic Church. 

One of them received his faculties 
from Archbishop Farley on July 1, 
and was assigned to the Church of 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, 447 East 
115th street, this city, but as he had 
left Italy with the intention of leav- 
ing the Roman Catholic Church, he 
came to Christ’s Mission and handed 
over 


Roman 


Pastor 
a fine 


Farley’s faculties to 


O'Connor. He showed such 
disposition and gave such evidence of 
good faith that he to the 
Moody School at Hermon, 
Mass., for fhe course of 


study. «As he only recently arrived 


was sent 
Mount 
summer 


from Italy he did not know any Eng- 
lish, but the 
Moody School, he wrote the follow- 


after some days at 


ing letter just as it is printed: 
Mount Hermon Scuoor, Mass., 
July 18, 1908. 

\ly most estimable Pastor O’Con- 
nor:—I have retarded two or three 
days to write this, my letter; and 
made this in order to observe a little 
and know the locality upon which 
actually | remark. Oh! sir, the place 
is most beautiful, no better could be 
found for the students, who must be 
far from noise, and environed by the 
smiling nature which permits fresh 
and vital air. 

Thank you, sir, and I am most 
obliged to you for the goodness which 
you have demonstrated towards me, 
having received me and sent me to 
this place truly enchanting, where I 
have dedicated myself totally to the 
study of the Bible and the English 
language, which I don’t find difficult. 
Sir, for vour work of protection and 
of liberality towards me, our good 
Lord will make return merit to you. 
In the expectation of your reply, 


telling me of the best state of your 
health, and paying homage to you 
and all in Christ’s Mission, I remain, 
Your most devout, 
THOMAS BARBIERI. 
Mr. Barbieri is a 
talent and ability. 


young man of 
After a course of 


study in the Franciscan monastery 


in Rome, he served three years in the 
Italian army, in which he attained the 
highest rank of a junior officer. He 
was ordained a priest in 1906 in 
Muro, Lucano, his native town. After 
a thorough course of Biblical study, 
he will be a most useful missionary to 
his countrymen. 


French Priests Prospering. 

In a letter recently received from 
our brother, the Rev. A. H. Lam- 
bert, the former priest, now labor- 
ing at Marseilles, France, he says: 

As Dr. 
your magazine recently, “Complete 


Jaumann wrote truly in 


is the lull in ecclesiastical affairs.” 
The Senate Committee appointed 
to deal with the monkish properties 
sales is still at work. Some ultra 
liberals have made their nest in the 
monkish “milliard.” One of them 
had in his accounts an item of 18,000 
francs for postage. The “milliard” 
escaped, as nuns and monks carried 
all their to foreign lands. 
Even the corpse of St. Vincent de 
Paul is now in Belgium, in a convent 


money 


near Liége. 


Here, at Marseilles, the few monk- 
ish properties put at public auction 
are not sold. People are afraid of 
excommunication, and in this city 
fanatics are legion. The priests have 
lost nothing as a general thing. The 
Romanists here give to the Cardinal 
Bishop an annual salary of 80,000 
francs, while the Government gave 
him formerly only 10,000! Ex «uno 
disce omnes. 





— 








The Spirit of Love in Work for 


Catholics. 
July 3, 1908. 
Dear Sir and Friend: —I enclose 


postal order for your Magazine, which 
I received from December, 1904, for 
about a year and six months, irregu- 
larly; after that I did not receive it 
at all. No doubt you mailed it regu- 
larly, but it was probably destroyed 
by members of my family, all Ro- 
man Catholics, or was stolen out of 
the box with other mail lost in the 
same way. They had been fully 
instructed on your paper, and thought 
it the devil’s own sheet and that you 
were one of the chief protegés of 
Satan. They would not touch it ex- 


cept to destroy it, and were more 
afraid of it than of the Bible, and 
that is saying a good deal. 

Christ’s Mission has been one of 
the chosen objects or fields of Chris- 
tian work for which I have prayed 
for years, and for which I continue to 
pray, including yourself and the other 
workers there, ever praying that the 
Lord would bless you in your labors 
and in your own spiritual life and in 
your physical health and strength. 

I can appreciate some of the hin- 
drances and deterring effects of this 
special line of Christian labor upon 
me's own spiritual life, in this respect 
—that while a worker among the 
heathen in a foreign field, or among 
the unsaved in this and other civilized 
lands, is not offended by the lives and 
words of the unsaved, because they 
have not been enlightened, and know 
no better—on the other hand, in the 
work among Catholics it seems almost 
impossible (to me, at least) to keep 
from having something of a spirit 
of resentment, bitterness and wrath 
against those who are supposed to be 
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shepherds, ministers and guides in a 
supposedly Christian church preach- 
ing false doctrines and leading astray 
their flocks, away from the truths of 
God. And in my case, at least, when 
there is any bitterness or wrath in my 
heart, then there is lacking the full 
peace and power of the Holy Ghost. 
If you have had any like experience, 
I can sympathize with you; but if, on 
the other hand, the Lord has given 
you such a large charity of spirit and 
love that you can labor without resent- 
ment among these self-styled “Chris- 
tians’” who withhold (negatively) the 
Word of God from the people; who 
hold up the Church, priests, hierarchy, 
Virgin, saints, sacraments, indul- 
gences, religious articles, etc., instead 
of Christ ; who demand the observance 


_of certain rules of the Church while 


disobedience of many of the laws of 
God is winked at,—then the Lord be 
praised who hath given you victory 
in such love. 

Romanism is very powerful, not 
only here but throughout the State of 
Louisiana. The Church authorities 
make a great show of their schools, 
and are roping in many nominal Prot- 
estants that way; as also by mixed 
marriages, which they pretend they do 
not favor—and they generally get the 
children, sooner or later, by fair means 
or foul. H. J. 





Progress in the Philippines. 


In spite of many difficulties the 
Gospel is making good progress in the 
Philippine Islands. A correspondent 
of a prominent Presbyterian paper re- 
cently wrote: 

The growth of our Church in the 
Philippine Islands is one of the most 


encouraging elements in our Christian 
work of these passing years. Begin- 
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ning about eight years ago without a 
communicant in the islands, our mis- 
sionaries have gone on with their 
work until now we have over eight 
thousand communicants, some twenty 
ministers, several of whom are natives, 
some eighty local evangelists who are 
earnestly at work, some eighty organ- 
ized churches in various islands, and 
over twenty-one hundred members re- 
ceived into the Church during the past 
year. For several years the addition 
to the churches has been notable, and 
the work is full of promise. The per- 
secution to which these converts have 
been subject is characteristic of Ro- 
manism and Spanish influences com- 
bined. The long record of Spanish 
friar oppression, cruelty, avarice and 
impurity has had its effect of alienat- 
ing four-fifths of all the intelligent in- 
habitants of the islands from Rome, 
but there remain large masses of the 
people under the domination of their 
priests, and these have manifested 
their hatred of Protestantism in many 
ways. Converts have been attacked, 
their chapels burned, and one of our 
Presbyterian ministers was killed by 
a mob headed by a Roman Catholic 
priest. But the work has not‘ been 
stopped in this way. As it was in the 


early Church, persecutions have the - 


effect of multiplying converts. Our 
missionaries say that their work is not 
that of winning people saway from 
Romanism, but of saving from irre- 
ligion and infidelity those who have 
been driven from Romanism by the 
abuses they have suffered at the hands 
of the friars, and by the recoil of their 
faith from Romanist iniquities perpe- 
trated before their eyes. These masses 
of people, made up of the brightest 
and most intelligent, are being attract- 
ed and won to the truth and purity of 
the gospel as it is being preached and 
lived by our missionaries. One of the 
most striking elements in the work is 
the intense personal interest taken by 


the new converts in leading others to 
Christ. 


Another Papal Title. 


The Pope has conferred the title of 
Marchioness upon Mrs. Hugh Mce- 
Laughlin, the widow of the well- 
known political “boss” of Brooklyn, 
who died a few years ago. The press 
despatch announcing this honor says 
that the only other holders of Papal 
titles in America are the Countess 
Leary and the Marquis and Marchion- 
ess Maloney. 

That excellent Baptist paper, The 
Examiner, in its comment on the 
matter, Says: 

There is deeper significance in the 
McLaughlin incident than the desire 
to show appreciation of a devoted ser- 
vant of the Church. The crafty press 
bureau of the Vatican finds in occa- 
sions like this opportunity to get in its 
fine work. The honor to Mrs. Mc- 
Laughlin costs little to the Pope, but 
the announcement of it serves as a 
pretext for iterating again to the wide 
world the hollow assertion of the 
Papal claim to temporal sovereignty 
in Italy. This does not restore the 
States of the Church to their old 
vassalage, but it does appeal to the 
imagination of the faithful in Amer- 
ica, and their personal sympathy for 
the prisoner of the Vatican means 
much to Papal interests, just now con- 
siderably on the wane in Europe.” 


—___ 


Mexico Follows France. 


The Mexican Government has di- 
rected the local authorities throughout 
the country to make inventories of the 
property of the Roman Church, and 
report the same to the President of 
the Republic; and, according to the 
St. Louis Christian Advocate, the 


clergy have been warned “to see that 
no property of any description is alien- 
ated or disposed of, because the Gov- 
ernment claims it is the property of 
the Republic of Mexico, and it must 
be conserved and duly cared for in the 
name of the Republic.” 
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RESIGNATION OF FATHER MULVEY, A MODERNIST PRIEST. 


OMAN Catholics in Greater New 
York were startled last month 
by the action of the Rev. Thomas J. 
Mulvey, of St. Edward’s Roman 
Catholic Church, Brooklyn, in resign- 
ing his pastoral charge and withdraw- 
ing from the Roman Catholic Church. 
The New York Sun, July 18, 1908, 
had the following account of this 
event, which might well be accounted 
not only important but startling, for 
there are very few priests indeed who 
publicly declare their honest senti- 
ments regarding the doctrines of the 
Roman Church. The article appeared 
exclusively in the New York Sun, as 
follows: 

The Rev. Thomas J. Mulvey, for 
nearly nine years assistant rector of 
St. Edward’s Catholic Church, at St. 
Edward’s street and Leo place, Brook- 
lyn, and during the absence of the 
Rev. James F. Mealia acting rector of 
that parish, has sent a letter to the 
Right Rev. Charles E. McDonnell, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Brooklyn, 
submitting his resignation from St. 
Edward’s Church and announcing his 
immediate withdrawal from the Cath- 
olic ministry. In his letter to the 
Bishop the Rev. Mr. Mulvey says 
simply that some of the opinions he 


holds are at variance with many of 


the Roman dogmas. 

In a statement he made yesterday 
the retiring assistant of St. Edward’s 
explained more at length the motives 
which have led him to give up the 
Catholic ministry. He said that the 
recent utterances of Pope Pius against 
what his Holiness termed modernism 
in the Church and the advance of lib- 
eral thinking made it impossible for 
one of the Catholic clergy who did not 
agree with the Supreme Pontiff in his 


pronouncement to continue in the ser- 
vice of the Church without destruc- 
tion to his own character. 

Father Mulvey’s action evidently 
has been a complete surprise to every 
one in the Diocese of Brooklyn who 
knew him. Bishop McDonnell is at 
present returning from a trip to 
Rome, and his secretary at the epis- 
copal mansion, 367 Clermont avenue, 
said yesterday that he had heard noth- 
ing of Father Mulvey’s determination 
to give up his parish and quit the 
priesthood. 

The letter Father Mulvey sent to 
Bishop McDonnell is as follows: 

I herewith tender you my resigna- 
tion from the position of acting pastor 
of St. Edward’s Church, as well as 
from the Catholic ministry, to take 
effect immediately. 

It is with sincere regret that I am 
obliged to take this step, but I cannot 
do otherwise in view of the opinions 
which I hold. These opinions are op- 
posed to many of the dogmas which I 
am supposed to teach and defend, and 
are out of harmony with the practices 
and economy of the Catholic Church. 

I regret it all the more because of a 
deep sense of personal obligation to 
you on account of the kind considera- 
tion and treatment I have always re- 
ceived at your hands, but I cannot 
continue in the exercise of a ministry 
which has lost its meaning to me. To 
defer the step any longer would be 
unfair to you, to the peonie at present 
under my charge, and to my own per- 
sonality and character. 

sut, in spite of the fact that I feel 
compelled to sever my relations with 
the Church over which you preside, I 
beg to remain, sincerely yours, 

Tuomas J. MULVEY. 
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Father Mulvey, who is at present 
staying at 54 Grove avenue, Richmond 
Hill, gave a statement to the Sun yes- 
terday in which he set forth at length 
the reasons that have impelled him for 
taking his present step. He said he 
thought such a statement was due to 
that portion of the public which had 
been intimate with him during the 
nine years of his ministry. 

“\When it man 
that he is no longer in harmony with 
his surroundings,” said Father Mul- 
vey, “it is his duty to do one of two 


comes home to a 


things—bring himself into harmony 
again, or, being unable to do that, 
change his position. 

“The recent progress in the study 
of religion and Church history, with 
which I have tried to keep abreast, as 
well as the pronouncements of the 
supreme authority of the Catholic 
Church, make it impossible for me to 
remain longer in the position of a 
Catholic priest. In withdrawing from 
the exercise of that ministry I am 
merely complying with the injunction 
of Pope Pius X as he has expressed 
it in official documents as well as in 
audience with individuals. 

“Modernism has been condemned 
and the liberal thinkers in the Church 
have been called sappers and miners 
who are destroying her foundations. 
Thev have been requested to withdraw 
from a position which they can no 
longer hold. 


“The request is reasonable and just. 
When one recognizes that he belongs 
among those whose opinions are de- 
clared erroneous it would be hypo- 
critical, without a change of those 
opinions, to stay on in the institution. 
It would work destruction to a man’s 


own character. Not only that, but if 


he is an honest man, his public and 


private utterances cannot help reflect- 
ing his conclusions and beliefs. He 
cannot subscribe in his conscience to 
a set of opinions without expressing 
those opinions in his daily life. To 
preach or to teach in direct opposition 
to the declared attitude of the Church 
would be treasonable and unfair to 
the people who expect him to minister 
to them according to set formule of 
beliefs and practice, but to resign 
from what has become for him a false 
position is both necessary and honor- 
able.” 


Cardinal Gibbons and Archbishop 
Farley, of New York, sailed for Rome 
on the same day on which the article 
in the Sun appeared. Both consid- 
ered it an ill omen for their voyage 
that such a manly declaration, repudi- 
ating Roman Catholicism by an hon- 
orable and learned priest, should ap- 
pear on the day of sailing. Cardinal 
Gibbons could not conceal his chagrin 
from the reporters. It was just like 
him to say, in his mean, sneaking way, 
as reported in the Tribune, July 19: 
“T am rather afraid that Modernism 
is not all of the priest’s trouble. He 
is too young a man to worry his mind 
about Modernism. It is deplorable 
that it should occur in the absence of 
his bishop.” 

Archbishop Farley also deplored the 
secession of Father Mulvey. 

The Pope will scold both the prel- 
ates roundly when they call on him in 
Rome; but, as they carry with them 
two hundred thousand dollars ($200,- 
000) Peter’s Pence, his anger will not 
be enduring. Archbishop Farley is 
confident that he will be made a car- 
dinal at the next consistory, as a result 
of this visit, carrying so much money 


and traveling under the patronizing . 
wing of Cardinal Gibbons. 
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DECLINE OF ROMANISM. 


OR many years THE CONVERTED 

CatuHotic has been joyfully call- 
ing attention to the thousands of con- 
versions from the Roman Catholic 
Church throughout the world, and 
especially in this country. When the 
Papal agents enquired of the Jesuits 
regarding this subject, 
rogues pooh-poohed the idea that 
Catholics ever could be converted. 
Indeed, one of the most distinguished 
Jesuits of our generation—the Eng- 
lishman, Father Vaughan, of London 
—said recently that a Jesuit could not 
be converted; and we do not know 
but he was right. Only the mighty 
power of God could lead a man out 
of Jesuitism into the light and truth 
of the Gospel of the Son of God. But 
other Catholics besides the Jesuits can 
be converted, and, thank God, those 
who have been brought out of the 
darkness of Rome into the light of 
the Kingdom of God form an exceed- 
ing great army. 

THe Converted CatTHoric has 
been sustained in its statements by 
Miss M. T. Elder, of New Orleans, 
niece of the late Archbishop Elder, of 
Cincinnati, who declared several years 
ago that twenty millions of souls had 
been “lost” to the Roman Church in 
the United States. 


those wily 


Time and again 


have her strong assertions been quoted 
in corroboration of the facts adduced 
in this Magazine. This month it gives 
us great pleasure to call another wit- 
ness, who voluntarily comes to our 
aid in the substantiation of these state- 


ments. 

In the daily papers of June 1, 1908, 
a sermon on the decline of Romanism, 
preached by the Rev. Joseph H. 
McMahon, rector of the Church of 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Washington 
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Heights, in this city, was published— 
two columns of the New York Press 
—and condensed reports were 
out by the Associated Press. 
Dr. McMahon is one of the most 
distinguished priests in New York, 
and in this sermon, preached in his 
own church, he said that hundreds of 
thousands of children were being lost 
to the Roman Church through the 
“heresies” taught in the public schools, 
and the failure of priests, parents and 
teachers to instruct them properly in 
the doctrines and principles of Rome. 


sent 


“The real danger to our children 
comes not so much from our own 
lower schools as from the high 
schools; scientific and historical her- 
esies sufficient to undermine their 
faith are taught in the common 
schools of the city. The text books 
our Catholic children use in the public 
schools teach them doctrines that 
would make our religion a hypocrisy.” 

Then Father McMahon very perti- 
nently asked: 


“What have we done intellectually 
in the United States to further the 
cause of Catholicism? We haven't in 
the country a good Catholic news- 
paper printed in English, unless we 
want a gossip sheet telling us about 
Father So-and-So and his piety.” 

Dr. McMahon believes that the 
Catholic people should intervene even 
more actively in municipal politics 
than they do, and he is dissatisfied 
with the amount of plunder handed 
over to Catholic institutions by Cath- 
olic office-holders who put themselves 
and “the interests of rich men” before 
the needs of the hierarchy. 


“If we believe that our doctrines 
are true and not lies, if we have cour- 
age and not fear, we will refuse to 
permit our children to hear these doc- 
trines. We will go to City Hall and 
say to the politicians, ‘Give us what 
we want, what our conscience de- 
mands, or we will gather the Catholic 











voters in the city and smash your 
party, sending it to oblivion.’ But, 
no, we won't do that; we are content 
to receive sops from the civil govern- 
ment. ... 

“The power of the Catholic element 
in New York is gone as far as the 
political side is concerned. We can 
use our influence to get newspaper 
stands or bootblack stores, and that is 
all. Politically Catholics don’t count 
a rap in New York. The Catholic 
office-holders afraid of being 
found out if they give us favors. 
Besides, they are busily engaged in 
looking after the interests of the rich 
men.” 

As to education, it would seem that 
things are little better now than when 
Miss Elder lamented the Church’s 
shortcomings in that direction, for 
Dr. McMahon says: 


are 


“We must admit that many of our 
higher institutions of learning do not 
accomplish enough for our children. 
A committee from the archbishops of 
the country, at a meeting of the Cath- 
olic colleges in Milwaukee recently, 
when asked to make the attendance of 
Catholic children at Catholic schools a 
matter of compulsion, refused to do 
so, on the ground that an inferior 
course would be given them. . 

“T ask why should the young men 
of the country who contemplate the 
Catholic priesthood flock to Yale and 
Harvard and Princeton, while the 
Catholic seminaries stand half empty? 
Is it because the schools where the 
tenets of Catholicism are said to be 
taught do not fulfill their promise? 
Are we sure that they stand for all 
that is good in the Catholic life?” 


Other priests may try to equivocate 
concerning the recent Papal decree 
against mixed marriages and against 
Catholics being married by any one 
but a priest, but Priest McMahon 
boldly states the real position, and is 
not afraid to rebuke even wealthy 
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Catholics who pay more regard to the 
law of the State than to the Edict of 
the Pope. 


“In this chaotic state of affairs, is it 
any wonder we have mixed mar- 
riages? I do not speak now of the 
ignorant and lowly; I refer to those 
people you read of in the society col- 
umns of our newspapers. Have these 
any regard for the Catholic laws? 
Our religion tells us that unless a man 
and woman are married before a 
priest, they live thereafter in sin be- 
fore God. No matter if they have 
come before a Justice of the Peace, 
they are outside the pale, and not fit 
for decent people to know.” 


In spite of the Roman doctrine-that 
the Church is the sole repository of 
Divine truth, and that it is infallible, 
Father McMahon sees much room for 
improvement. He says: 


“There is as much self-advertising, 
as much hypocrisy, in our Church as 
outside it. Many believe that any- 
thing bearing the label Catholicism is 
acceptable. I beg humbly to disagree 
with that view.” 

With regard to Dr. McMahon’s 
strictures regarding the Catholic press, 
the Springfield, Mass., Republican 
(June 11) showed not only why Cath- 
olic journals were. inferior produc- 
tions, but why they can never be any- 
thing else as long as present conditions 
continue. It said: 


The failure of the Roman Catholic 
press is due to the narrowness of the 
lines on which the periodical may be 
carried on. The editors and writers 
are compelled to think in ruts. They 
can indulge in no free sweep over the 
intellectual world. They cannot re- 
gard any event except from the stand- 
point of Rome. Science is forbidden 
to them under such penalties as came 
to St. George Mivart, for example. If 
any Roman Catholic editor ventures 
to think of sociology, of the possible 
improvement of the condition of man- 
kind, of the feasibility of socialism, 












let him remember the squelching of 
Dr. Burtsell, Rev. Edward McGlynn, 
and even of the beautiful old patriot 
priest, Rev. Sylvester Malone, of 
Brooklyn. We choose these familiar 
names, instead of going to Europe for 
examples, just because their treatment 
exemplified the very reason that a Ro- 
man Catholic newspaper or review 
must fail. The “Roman machine,” as 
Dr. McGlynn called it, kills life. 
The Roman Catholic papers and 
magazines will not be supported with 
any heartiness in a country so perme- 
ated with freedom of opinion and 
openness to knowledge as ours, until 
they can speak without a bishop’s im- 
primatur on their whole contents. 
Freedom alone ever made a good 
newspaper or magazine, or indeed any 
utterance of the human mind. 





Rome’s Losses in England. 


The loud and continual wailing of 
the Roman hierarchy in this country 
over the unending “leakage” from 
their Church—which found a place 
even among the boastings and bragga- 
docio of the recent centenary celebra- 
tion in this city—is also sent up by the 
Papal agents in Great Britain. 

In a recent issue of the Tablet, 
the organ of the Roman Church in 
Great Britain, is the report of an 
address recently given by Mgr. Croke 
Robinson in a sermon preached on 
behalf of a Catholic rescue home, 
in which he said: “Never has there 
been so great an Easter fervor, or 
have there been such numbers of 
Easter communions. Great has been 
the fruit of all the Lenten missions. 
But, alas and alas, the leakage! 
the terrible leakage in which thou- 
sands of her children were lost to the 
Church.” 

In accounting for “the terrible leak- 
age” he referred to the declining birth- 
rate and the efforts of such English 
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people as remember past history well 
enough to try to deliver their country 


from the bondage of priestcraft. He 
said there was one ray of hope in this 
direction—“Catholic schools for Cath- 
olic children, with Catholic teachers, 
Catholic governors and Catholic at- 
mosphere. Nothing less will satisfy 
us, and we are going to have these 
things. There is not one among us 
who will not fight against the Govern- 
ment plan to the bitter end.” He 
went on to say that the rising and pro- 
gressive standard of secular education 
“made it increasingly difficult to main- 
tain the prominence” of Catholic in- 
struction ; Catholics also were to blame 
for not giving their children enough 
religious knowledge, and there was a 
deplorable lack of zeal in many quar- 
ters on the part of both priests and 
teachers. Until the Roman Church 
established Sunday schools “unin- 
structed Catholics” would continue to 
give cause of anxiety to the hierarchy. 
The last reason was that Catholics 
“gave up the practice of their re- 
ligion,” and so their children were lost 
to Rome. “It was of no use ascribing 
the loss of the children to the demon 
of drink. Neither was the leakage 
confined'to the lower classes. Parents 
might give their children a careful re- 
ligious education, but if they them- 
selves neglected mass, and were absent 
from their Easter duties, it was in 
vain.” 


Many Catholics Converted. 


The Rev. L. L. Zboray sends good 
news from West Pittston, Pa., in a 
recent letter. He says that during the 
last three years the Lord has used him 
in the conversion of 126 Roman Cath- 
olics. He says: “Four years ago these 
people did not know what the Bible 
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was, or how a man could be saved; 
to-day they understand the plan of 
salvation as well as I do myself. We 
cannot tell how many Roman Cath- 
olics have found Christ in addition to 
this 126, because we have preached to 
several thousands in our missions and 
in our outdoor meetings. Many nights 
I have spoken in three languages to a 
crowd of over five hundred persons, 
which also contained many Irish 
Catholics. 

“I preach on the streets three even- 
ings a week to large crowds, and often 
I see priests listening at a distance. 
The priests are hard to reach, because 
they have been taught that they have 
the true knowledge; and they think 
that anything they do not know is not 
worth knowing. I have approached 
two priests, in different ways. By love 
and gradual and careful leading into 
the truth one has been converted; but 
[ am afraid I must have given the 
Still, I have not 
given him up as hopeless. 


other an overdose. 


“With regard to the foreigners in 
this part of Pennsylvania, there is no 
denying that there is a general spirit 
of unrest among them; and I believe 
the time is at hand when many of 
those who are now in the bondage of 
Rome will be brought into the liberty 
of the children of God.” 


inquiring Priests, 
the 
came to Christ’s Mission from Con- 
necticut : 


Last month following letter 


“I am a Protestant missionary, and 
I would like to get help from you in 
my efforts to bring a priest of the 
Roman Church to our blessed: Saviour 
Jesus Christ. I have had a private 
discussion with him, and I trust it was 
not wholly fruitless. If you can help 


me by sending some suitable publica- 
tions, I hope that by reading them 
and pondering them well our Roman 
brother will come to the marvelous 
and true light of the Gospel. 
“Yours truly in Christ, 
“PIETRO SBROCCO.”’ 
We have sent our good brother sev- 
eral numbers of THe CONVERTED 
CaTHoLic, which we doubt not will 
attract the attention of the priest to 
whom he refers. Every week we re- 
ceive letters from priests, asking for 
copies of the Magazine. The best 
book to put into the hands of a priest 
is the New Testament, asking him to 
read that carefully and prayerfully, 
and after that THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC. 


The Convent School Peril. 


Hardly a month passes that does 
not bring letters telling of the sor- 
rows that flow from the folly of Prot- 
estant parents who send their children 
to convent schools. 

In one of the latest of these, the 
writer says: 4 

“I lately had the pleasure of meet- 
ing a lady who sent her daughter to 
a convent school in Germany. The 
nuns succeeded in estranging her from 
her mother—her only relative—know- 
ing that the girl would be very wealthy 
upon her mother’s death. 

“This lady is a_ broken-hearted 
woman, and has not seen her daugh- 
ter since the Roman Church took pos- 
session of her. Last December I sent 
the mother all the copies of your 
Magazine that Ihad. As “The Woman 
of Babylon’ is practically a story of 
her own case, she sat up till 4 o’clock 
in the morning, until she had read it 
through.” 
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‘‘Pat’’ and the Priests. 


Counsellor McCarthy’s books set- 
ting forth the evil results of Rome 
rule in Ireland seem to have stimu- 
lated other writers to show the world 
the real cause of all the troubles 
that plague that distressful country. 
Among the latest is “The Sorrows of 
Ireland,” by “Pat.” 

This writer owned some land in 
County Mayo, and his troubles began 
when he tried to borrow some money 
to improve his land, and was told it 
was not good security because he did 
not belong to the United Irish Land 
League, with whom it “rests to say 
whether a farm can be sold or not.” 
He says on this point: “The local 
branches of the League, under the 
direction of the priests, called on the 
public to boycott me, though I had 
done absolutely nothing against any 
rule of the League, but had rather 
asked its leaders to give up land-grab- 
bing; neither had I done anything 
whatever against religion, but rather 
asked the priests to be decent Cath- 
olics and behave like Christians.” 

He thus describes his experience as 
“the editor of a Catholic paper for 
peasants” : 

In this capacity I wrote so true to 
the Christian doctrine that the priests 
were greatly alarmed, especially when 
I quoted the Pope to them on their 
own duty and the liberty of the indi- 
vidual. The local Bishop was so kind 
as to cause a whole issue of my paper 
to be destroyed for preaching Catholic 
liberty, but he did not burn any of the 
staff, and then the circulation ran up 
so remarkably that I passed on among 
the Cardinals, helping them to look 
after the Bishops. * * * As if recog- 
nizing the greatness of my mission, 
the Cardinal relieved me of my editor- 
ship and set me free to write “Eco- 
nomics for Irishmen,” which has al- 
ready done so much for the spiritual 


discipline of the clergy, and when the 
book came out he advertised it free 
for me by abolishing the paper, as if 
to make my income worthy of my 
great work. * * From beginning 
to end the peasants refused to boy- 
cott me, even when called upon by the 
priests to do it, and I believe it is the 
only case of the kind in Ireland. The 
boycotting was done almost wholly by 
the criminal and publican classes, who 
are always the priests’ allies in killing 
intellect to dominate life as their stock 
in trade. 


Cash Registers in Church. 

Counsellor Eaton, in common with 
all of us who wish the Catholic people 
to come into the larger liberty of 
American Christianity, will be pleased 
at the action taken by Roman Catholic 
parishioners in Worcester, Mass., who 
have compelled the priests to give 
an account of their money. Bishop 
Beaven had turned down their ap- 
plication to have an Auditing Com- 
mittee for church funds, but instead 
had ordered that cash registers be in- 
stalled in the church. This was done, 
and now the Catholic churchgoers 
may drop their dimes at the door, 
paying as they enter, and see their 
money rung up. But the people will 
put in only nickels and pennies when 
the priést does not please them. By 
and by they will become independent 
of the priests. 


Rome Still Persecuting. 


Recently the Marquise de Mon- 
stiers - Merinville (formerly Miss 
M. G. Caldwell) wrote to the Wash- 
ington Star that she had been great- 
ly annoyed by reports circulated 
through the press that she had re- 
turned to the Roman Church because 
she recently gave a very fine ring to 
Bishop O’Connell, of Washington. 
This she wished “to deny most em- 
phatically.” The Roman Church is 
persecuting this good lady. 
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MONTHLY ECHOES. 


From Catholic Countries and 
the Protestant World. 


BY REV. A. N. MILANESI, 
WILKESBARRE, PA. 

Bolivia, a South American country, 
a Catholic stronghold, is now open to 
the Gospel. 

The late Prospero 
Maria Alarcon y Sanchez, of Mexico, 
in his will, left two millions of dollars 
to Father Emeterio Valverde. 

In one of his Lenten sermons Don 
Petruccio, of Palombaro, located Pur- 
gatory in the interior of active vol- 
canoes. 


Archbishop 


The Bishop of Felipopolis has been 
commissioned by the Pope to formu- 
late a protest against the marriage of 
the Prince of Bulgaria with a lady 
who is not a member of the Roman 
Church. 

In Ginosa, Italy, a strong evangel- 


ical association has been formed by 
the simple reading of the Bible on the 
part of a number of people. 

It is reported that Emperor Francis 
Joseph of Austria and Cardinal Vas- 


zary of Hungary each contributed 
$400,000 to help the Vatican in its 
efforts to over-ride the French Gov- 
ernment. 

Thanks to the efforts of the Central 
House of the Spanish Evangelical 
Church, the congregation in the city 
of Cadiz has been provided with a fine 
place of worship. 

The Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Pamplona, Spain, recently ordered the 
disinterment and removal from the 
Catholic cemetery of the remains of 
a poor man who had not been a Ro- 
man Catholic in his lifetime. 

Twenty-five natives of Porto Rico, 
who were formerly Roman Catholics, 
attended the General Assembly of the 


Presbyterian Church, recently held in 
Kansas City. 

Over 600 persons attended the open- 
ing of the Chilean Evangelical Church 
of Valparaiso. One of the attractive 
features was the singing of a splendid 
chorus, under the leadership of Miss 
Smith. 

During the year 1907 the British 
and Foreign Bible Society sold 110,- 
156 copies of the Holy Scriptures in 
Italy. This widespread sowing of the 
Word of God cannot fail to produce 
an abundant harvest, in due season. 

W. A. Dupuy says, in the New 
York Tribune, that 60,000 Filipinos 
who are to-day taking up homesteads 
and becoming independent, intelligent 
citizens were virtually kept down as 
serfs in years gone by on the lands 
owned by the friars. 

Recognizing that “the Lord will 
have war with Amalek from genera- 
tion to generation,” the French Meth- 
odists have taken as their slogan, in 
their attitude toward the Roman 
Catholic Church, “Kindly but firmly.” 

A bridal veil—instead of a nun’s— 
is the choice of Miss Louise Weyen- 
berg, daughter of the head of the 
Weyenberg Shoe Company, of Mil- 
waukee, Wis., after spending a short 
season in a nunnery. 

The Pope has ordered the Bene- 
dictines, Carthusians and other monks 
engaged in concocting intoxicating 
drink to print on the label that His 
Holiness grants a partial indulgence 
to all abstemious persons. Truly, a 
queer way of promoting temperance! 

The Christian Democrats of Flor- 
ence, Italy, in commemorating the sev- 
enteenth anniversary of the Encyclical 
Rerum Novarum, formulated respect- 
ful greetings to the memory of Leo 
XIII, “whose good work has been un- 
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done by the prevailing wave of reac- 
tionarism.” 

In some of the outlying districts of 
Mexico the Roman Catholic priests 
have circulated anti-American pam- 
phlets filled with absurd mis-state- 
ments. The Herald says 
that these may have a bad effect upon 
“the masses of an impressionable, but 
as yet somewhat ignorant, common 
people.” 


Mexican 


It was certainly an interesting sight 
to see Brigadier-General Thomas H. 
Barry, U. S. A., coming all the way 
from Cuba to lead the procession of 
40,000 Catholics during the recent cen- 
tennial celebration in New York City. 
In no other country would such a 
thing have taken place. 

A Franciscan monk, Cesare Mala- 
testa, has just left the convent of St. 
Vivaldo, having become altogether dis- 
gusted with that parasitic mode of 
life. The fact has created much sen- 
sation in Florence, Italy, near which 
city the convent is situated. 

Out of a population of 39,000,000, 
it is said that not more than four per 
cent. are following the teachings of 
the Roman Catholic Church in 
France. And the figures from the 
other Latin countries of the 
“faith” are no better. 

The task of revising the Vulgate 
version of the Bible has been assigned 
by the Pope to the Benedictine order. 
Yet Brother Luis de Leon was sub- 
jected to tortures by the Inquisition 
for refusing to admit the infallibility 
of that same version. 

An Irishman visited Rome lately, 
and gave thanks to St. Patrick from 
the depth of his heart when he was as- 
sured that “the Holy Father’ had a 
comfortable bed to rest upon. Many 
Irish people still actually believe that 


same 
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the Pope is so poor as to be obliged to 
sleep on straw. 

The congregation of St. George’s 
Lithuanian Church, of Shenandoah, 
Pa., worshiping in a church costing 
$145,000, has refused to receive 
Father A. M. Milukas, appointed to 
that parish by Archbishop Ryan, of 
Philadelphia. 

“Hereby I separate myself from 
the Church of Rome, in whose doc- 
trines I no more believe, as they are 
in entire opposition to the teachings 
of the Gospel.” These are the words 
uttered by Mme. Edmond Chamail- 
lard, of Ottawa, Can., in leaving the 
Roman Church, of which she had been 
a member all her life. 

Roman Catholic Bishop Hoban, of 
Scranton, Pa., has pronounced his ban 
upon all the Italians who are members 
of the Odd Fellows’ order, declaring 
that, now being outside the com- 
munion of his Church, these foreign- 
ers cannot any longer worship God or 
obtain salvation for their souls. 

A mother with her child recently 
fell down a flight of steps after the 
service in the Italian Mission of 


Wilkesbarre, Pa., now worshiping on 


floor of the Odd Fellows’ 
South Franklin street. 
This poor congregation has pledged 
$500 toward the erection of a chapel. 

“Lord Jesus, forgive them.” These 
were the last words of a convert from 
Rome who was fatally wounded by a 
mob incited by the clericals in an as- 
sault on the Protestant chapel in San- 
tander, Philippine Islands. Since a 
native Protestant pastor landed there 
and has preached Jesus as the only 
Saviour the priest has been furious 
and has tried many methods in his 
efforts to drive “the heretics” out of 
the place. 


the 
building, - 21 


top 
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Catholic Laymen Progressing. 
BY CHARLES EATON, WATERLOO, N. H. 

In his rebuke of “Modernism” 
Pope Pius X quotes the contention 
of the advocates of this trend of 
thought among liberal Catholics— 
priests and laymen of the highest in- 
telligence—that the Roman Church 
does not make progress because the 
governing authority is raised above 
the contingencies of life and does 
not feel the spurs of progress. These 
liberal Catholics say “the progressive 





force, on the contrary, which re- 
sponds to the inner needs, lies in the 
individual and ferments 
there—especially in such of them as 


conscience 


are in most intimate contact with 
life.” 
Under this obvious truth the 


triple-crowned pontiff finds a foe that 
menaces his throne, and he points 
his crozier at it. “Note here, ven- 
erable brethren,’ he says, “the ap- 
pearance already of that most per- 
nicious doctrine which would make 
of the laity a factor of progress in 
the Church.” 

Who but a bigot and a tyrant 
could hurl a stigma like that at the 
members of his own Church in the 
Twentieth Century? But for the lay- 
men, Copernicus the 
Catholic Church would for centuries 


and Galileo, 
more have misinterpreted the Bible 
respecting the form and rotation of 
the earth and the heavenly bodies. 
One of the superstitious Church ter- 
rors among navigators in the time 
of Columbus and which retarded his 
discoveries was that there were open- 
ings from the sea into the infernal 


realm and that the sailing ships 
might run into them. But for these 
lay Catholics and the great Ed- 
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mund Halley and John Newton, the 
non-Catholic scientists of England, 
no one knows how many centuries 
more the Catholic theologians would 


have taught the people that “all 
comets * * according to divine 
pleasure, are heralds of the death of 
great princes, of war and of other 
great calamities.” A Jesuit profes- 
sor, Reizer, at Linz, thus described 
these blazing bodies in his book 
which was translated into German in 
1712 for the instruction of the peo- 
ple! 


The repression of medical science 
and surgery as impious by the Ro- 
man Church, was discontinued large- 
ly through the reforming influence 
and the practical achievements of 
laymen. Miracle cures were the 
vogue for centuries and _ scientific 
cures were much despised. Many 
Church councils positively forbade 
the sick to call Jewish doctors. “Die 
with Christ rather than be cured by 
a Jew aided by the devil,” said the 
Monks 


clergy. and priests were 
often forbidden to study medical 
science. But laymen persisted. The 


great Charlemagne encouraged the 
laymen. and Mundinus 
and Andreas Vesalius were master 


Paracelsus 


minds among the lay doctors and 
surgeons who, finally, aided by here 
and there a theologian, silenced the 
opposition of the benighted and su- 
perstitious popes and prelates. 
Jesus never degraded and defamed 
the people or repelled their partici- 
pation in reforms. He told the mul- 
titude and His disciples to call no 
man master: “all ye are brethren”; 
all that believed “had all things com- 
mon”; he that is chief let him be “as 
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him that doth serve;’ and he ap- 
pealed to “the people” to exercise 
their minds in judging right and 
wrong as they did in forming con- 
clusions about the rising cloud, the 
direction of the wind and the face 
of the sky. 

“That pernicious doctrine 
which would make of the laity a fac- 
tor of progress’! Never did more 
invidious words fall from the lips 
of man. They are portentous to 
Americans because the Pope claims 
not only the authority to rule the 
Church but “to regulate the actions 
of Christian citizens’ in the moral 
sphere. If it is “pernicious” for the 
people to step forward as factors in 
reform how great must be the per- 
niciousness in our success in exter- 
minating slavery, destroying the lot- 
tery, enlarging the legal and prop- 
erty rights of women, in making 
education universal, in smiting the 
monster of intemperance, in giving 
homes to orphans, asylums to the 
destitute and helpless, and hospitals 
to the sick! If this work of Amer- 
icans, Catholic and non-Catholic, is 
pernicious will the Pope point out 
his own work in these lines, in old or 
new Catholic countries, that is esti- 
mable and propitious, in his opinion, 
so that the world may judge be- 
tween him and the common people 
as factors in progress? To brand 
as “most pernicious” a call upon our 
brother, however humble, to lend a 
hand in reforming religious or civil 
society is to smite manly pride, hu- 
man aspiration—it is to put out the 
eves of hope. 


most 


It is to stop progress. 

It should be the work of the 
Church as well as the State to bring 
about universal peace—the establish- 
ment of arbitration in the place of 
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war. But the strength of the hap- 
py movement has sprung from the 
people, the laity, instead of the 
Church and its dignitaries. Drive 
out the laity from the parliaments 
of peace as pernicious factors of 
reform and wars will multiply. The 
Church’s purification depends on 
the number of people feeling a con- 
cern and responsibility for it; and 
the effort should be to rouse and 
fire the sense of responsibility in 
every layman’s heart. Read this 
decree from Pope Gregory the Great 
and you will plainly see the guilt of 
the Church for the crimes, the dark- 
ness and degradation in the past: 

“Subjects should be admonished 
not rashly to judge their prelates 
even if they chance to see them act- 
ing in a blameworthy manner * * *. 
Should, therefore, the superiors real- 
ly have committed grievous sins, 
their inferiors, penetrated with the 
fear of God, ought not to refuse 
them respectful The 
actions of superiors should not be 
smitten by the sword of the word, 
even when they are rightly judged 
to have deserved censure.” 

The first work for the laity should 
be the destruction of such mandates 
and precepts and the ousting of the 
rulers who teach and enforce them. 
This Gregory mandate was com- 
mended by Pope Leo XIII as “most 
wise teaching” in his encyclical of 
January, 1890, “On the Chief Duties 
of Christians as Citizens.” 

The pernicious factor obstructing 
human progress is Papal ecclesias- 
ticism. 

[Mr. Eaton could have added that 
the favor, patronage and money 
given by “accommodating Protes- 
tants” to the Roman hierarchy are 


obstructing the evangelization of the 
Catholic people. | 


submission. 
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Catholics Seeking Liberty. 
Progressive Catholics in Europe 
chagrined by the con- 
demnation of the French Christian 
Democratic movement by Pope Pius 
X. This is a reversal of the action 
of Pope Leo XIII, who had approved 
a similar movement in Italy, which 
the present Pope has condemned 
also. The originator of the French 
Christian Democratic movement, 
popularly known as the “Sillon,” is 
M. Marc Sagnier, an ardent Roman 
Catholic, who has publicly declared 
the organization to be republican 
and democratic, aiming at an exten- 
sion of the democracy and a “social 
transformation.” 
dustrial 
unions, 


have been 


It encourages in- 
and trade 
advocates old-age 
pensions, a legal minimum wage, and 
other social reforms. It is, further- 
more, undenominational, 
welcoming the codperation of all men 
of good will, including even Prot- 
estants and freethinkers. 


cooperation 
and it 


avowedly 


The “Sillon” movement was warm- 
ly approved of by Leo XIII. Car- 
dinal Rampolla wrote on the occa- 
sion of its second annual congress 
that its aims and tendencies had 
given great pleasure to his Holiness. 
Even the present Pope approved of 
it at first, and, in an audience granted 
to some 500 “Sillonistes,” in Septem- 
ber, 1904, he said that they could 
look upon him “not only as a father, 
but as a friend.” At that time, how- 
ever, Pius X had apparently not 
adopted his present anti-republican 
policy, or had misapprehended the 
character of the organization, which 
has latterly been denounced by many 
French bishops. 

The movement, though of a purely 
lay character, is understood to have 
the sympathy of a considerable num- 
ber of the younger French clergy. 
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Pope Sacrifices Priests. 

Pope Pius X seems to have lost 
his head completely in dealing with 
the Church of France. On May 19 
the French bishops received a letter 
from him, in which he forbade them 
to obey the law recently passed by 
the French. Parliament by which 
property belonging to certain pension 
funds, amounting to $4,000,000, could 
be made available for aged priests. 
His action has caused consternation 
among the clergy. The chief reason 
he assigns is that laymen may be- 
come members of the societies to 
help the old priests, thus limiting the 
hierarchical power in the administra- 
tion of the funds. These millions of 
dollars will now be turned over to 
the Bureau of Public Charities, so 
that while the Roman Church suffers, 
humanity will benefit. 





‘sin God We Trust.’’ 


This motto on the coins of the 
United States, which was ordered by 
President Roosevelt to be removed, 
must continue to be engraved as for- 
merly. The Senate Committee on Fi- 
nance, at Washington, on May 12, 
1908, voted unanimously to report 
the bill already passed by the House, 
providing for the permanent restora- 
tion of the words “In God We Trust” 
to gold and silver coins of the 
United States. The motto was taken 
off the coins by order of the Presi- 
dent. It is hoped that Congress will 
also correct other “mistakes” of the 


President, such as the appointment of 
Roman Catholics to high and lucra- 
tive offices in the Government, to 
which these followers of the Pope 
would not be elected by the suffrages 
of the people. 


THE POPE GRABBING UNCLE SAM’S WEALTH AND POWER. 


Pope Pius X. loquitur:—‘‘Visto che in Europa i popoli hanno aperto gli occhi, 
andiamo negli Stati Uniti ove troveremo gente che dorme e molti quattrini.” 
“As I see that in ee the people have got their eyes opened, I will go to the 


United States, where I shall find Uncle Sam and his people fast asleep, and with plenty 
of money.” —L’'Asino, July 5, 1908 





HE march of Intellect, Liberty 

and Righteousness through all 
the phases of our earth’s present polit- 
ical, social and industrial conditions 
has nowhere achieved more brilliant 
and enduring laurels than those with 
which the French nation has recently 
decked the victorious trio! 

Fairest sister of the European 
States, France was the eldest and 
most honored daughter of the mighty 
Papal Church, in unquestioning obedi- 
ence to whose behests through long 
centuries history reveals no parallel to 
her sad, heart-rending experiences. 
Full of noble and kindly natural sym- 
pathies, she held out a helping hand 
to us in the hour of our need, when 
as poor, dependent colonies our now 
great nation was struggling to free 
itself from the rule of a European 
power and to establish the free Re- 
public of the United States of North 
America. We Americans rejoice with 
France and tender our hearty con- 
gratulations over her glorious rise to 
the power and dignity of a free and 
independent State—now the assured 
Republic of France! The decisive, 
formal separation of Church and State 
had become a vital necessity to the 
preservation of the life of the Re- 
public. Though it seemed that every 
expedient of highest statecraft had 
been devised for the peaceful progress 
of the State, yet a mighty danger still 
threatened — ecclesiastical or Papal 


schools permeated the Republic. After 
difficulty the Government 
obtained positive knowledge that in all 
these schools the Republic was dis- 
credited and the divine authority of 
kings was the doctrine instilled into 


immense 
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IN RETROSPECT OF THE SEPARATION LAW IN FRANCE. 


BY MARTHA C, M. FISHER, WASHINGTON, D. C, 







the minds and hearts of the pupils. By 
this means, through the power of a 
monarchy, and that monarchy itseli— 
through the power of the confessional 
—subject to the Vatican, was France 
to be kept in abject subservience there- 
to. Hence the peremptory necessity of 
compelling teaching nuns and monks 
to close their establishments, with the 
addenda that if the order was not im- 
mediately obeyed, a decree would fol- 
low for their forcible expulsion. A few 
submitted, but the majority openly de- 
fied the Government. A decree was 
then signed by the President of the 
Republic which closed all unauthor- 
ized educational establishments after 
a grace of eight days, the result being 
that in one day the French Govern- 
ment expelled 3,000:monks and nuns 
from the monasteries.and convents 
and closed all schools conducted by 
them, 

After the expulsion of these secret, 
thoroughly organized and powerful 
enemies of the Republic the Pope 
strongly condemned the French Gov- 
ernment for its drastic measures 
against the religious orders. 

A few days after this expression of 
the Pope’s displeasure newspapers at 
Rome published an interview with M. 
Combes, in which the French premier 
says, referring to a recent visit of the 
French President to the King of Italy: 
“President Loubet’s visit to Rome is 
not only a courtesy of the French Re- 
public to King Victor Emmanuel, but 
also from a friend called France to a 
friend called Italy.” 

As to the Pope’s criticism of the 
French Government for its treatment 
of the clergy and religious orders, the 
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premier said: “It is the Pope’s own 
business, and he can do what he thinks 
best. The Vatican has not observed 
the Concordat, and it would be more 
frank and more loyal to denounce it 
as ended.” He also energetically pro- 
tested against the speech of Pope Pius, 
M. Delceassé, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, protested likewise against “the 
intervention of the Pope in questions 
not contemplated by the Concordat.” 

The new law swept away the whole 
system of teaching by religious orders, 
and instituted instead that of State 
schools. Another reply to the Pope’s 
condemnation was expressed in the 
order of the French Government to 
remove from the law courts all cruci- 
fixes, pictures of saints, and every 
other emblem of the kind. Many of 
these are works of art which have 
been placed in the National Gallery of 
the Louvre. 

The Editor of 
CATHOLIC, 


THe CONVERTED 
a personal friend of M. 
Combes, and who was in France dur- 
ing the enactment of the new law of 
separation between the Republic and 
“M. Combes, the 
former Roman Catholic and teacher 
in the ecclesiastical seminary of the 
Assumptionists, now French premier, 
knows how to deal with the Pope, and 
the best of it is that a large majority 
of the French people are with him in 
ridding the country of its enemies— 


the Papacy, says: 


the religious orders.” 

Concerning the last and vital act of 
the French Republic for self-preserva- 
the of Re- 
views gave a clear statement in these 
words: The formal separation of 
Church and State in France took place 
on December 6, the French 
Senate passed the Briand bill, which 


tion, American Review 


when 


had been passed by the Chamber of 
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Deputies on the previous July 3. 
This bill provides that hereafter no 
newly made clergyman of any fre- 
ligious denomination shall receive sup- 
port from the Government of the Re- 
public. Those who now receive finan- 
cial support will continue to do so, 
but the Public-Worship appropriation 
will continually decrease as the sal- 
aries and pensions of the priests now 
in office are withdrawn ‘or expire. 
Hereafter the formation of religious 
associations will be the only necessary 
legal course for Catholics to preserve 
their churches and other religious 
property. This does away with a sys- 
tem which established an agreement 
between the Pope and a sovereign or 
government for the regulation of ec- 
clesiastical matters concerning both, 
and first became a law—the Concordat 
between Pope Leo XI and Francis I 
of France—in 1516. In 1801 this 
Concordat was revised and signed 
anew by Pope Pius VII and Napoleon 
Bonaparte. Under the Concordat the 
churches were government property 
and the clergy were paid by the State, 
the entire church administration being 
under direction of a cabinet member. 
The new law which abrogates the 
Concordat particularly affects the 
thirty-eight millions of French Cath- 
olics, while the State is freed from all 
undue ecclesiastical influence and the 
Church liberated from financial de- 
pendence on the State. The yearly 
Government subsidy of eight millions 
of dollars to the Roman Catholic 
In our favored land, 
where the government is pre-eminent- 
ly of the people, for the people, and by 
the people, church proprty has a plain, 


Church ceases. 


simple meaning—the place of worship, 
its usual organ, silver communion ser- 
vice, with perhaps a few other neces- 





sary adjuncts. But in France, where 
the Roman Church has enjoyed privi- 
leges of every description for ages, 
and under royal patronage, the ques- 
tion of church property was an enor- 
There 
it consisted of nearly everything which 


mously complicated problem. 


can be possessed, from the almost 
priceless jeweled robes of the Virgin 
Mary, exquisite lace draperies, golden 
crowns, and all the barbaric equipage 
of a Mogul prince, with houses, lands, 
incomes of all sorts, to even licenses 
to manufacture world - renowned 
liqueurs!!! 

While the bill comprising the nu- 
merous details concerning control and 
allotment of Church property. was 
under consideration by the Deputies 
all were startled when a circular of 
the Minister of Worship was brought 
to their notice, stating that the works 
of art, such as paintings, reliquaries, 
and curios contained in the churches 
of France were estimated at a com- 
mercial value of $400,000,000, and the 
statues, marble similar 
works of sculpture in were 
worth $400,000,000 more. Adding to 
this the value of all the churches, ca- 
thedrals and shrines, many of which 


altars and 


stone 


are unique historical monuments, and 
worth at least an additional sum of 
$400,000,000, the value total of church 
treasures, counting only temples and 
their works of art, amounted to S1,- 
200,000,000. While formerly the 
French Government was supposed to 
own all these treasures, and the clergy 
to be merely caretakers, yet the inves- 
tigation accompanying the inventory 
revealed the fact that what is now 
called “graft” had long obtained 
among this pious clergy—priest and 
bishop alike—their stock in trade 


ranging, with noted art dealers, from 
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exquisite sets of silken tapestries even 
to a bishop’s throne of sixteenth- 
century finest wood carving. This 
the clergy, extending 
through many parts of France, to sell 
such gems of art as might find ready 
sale, and lay by the money for future 
schemes, was robbing not only the 
Government but the people, towns and 
villages where for ages such treasures 
had been kept. Thus, another serious 
consideration for the Chamber of Dep- 
uties in voting the bill of separation 
was the preserving to France of this 
special class of her most valuable and 
ancient art treasures, and a full month 
was occupied in debate on this article 
—the fourth in the bill. The chief ob- 
jection on the part of the opponents 
of the bill was that the new law would 
confer a new power on the civil tri- 


scheme of 


bunals, and this is has surely done. 
Ecclesiastical courts are now only a 
memory in France, the clergy being 
obliged to submit to the same courts 
and the same laws as other citizens. 
To-day.a hundred thousand priests in 
France enjoy all the privileges of free 
citizenship, who, before the law went 
into effect, were defenseless in all 
matters pertaining to their ministry. 
Now, in case of any injustice to a 
priest—as removal from office by his 
bishop without just cause—an appeal 
to the courts will compel the bishop 
to give valid reasons in the case, and 
the decision of the judge of the civil 
court is final: The Pope calls this an 
absolute negation of the principle of 
liberty, which the authors of the law 
invoked to justify their desire to sever 
the union between the Roman Catholic 
Church and the State in France; and 
after a long line of objections the 
Pope reminded the French Catholics 
that it is necessary for them to re- 
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member that the very essence of the 
fundamental doctrine of the Roman 
Catholic Church is that it must be 
Roman, insisting that from the spiri- 
tual point of view all true Catholics— 
whether they will or not—are Ro- 
mans, and that they must recognize 
the hierarchy of the Church, which 
subordinates the priests to the bishops 
and the bishops to the Pope! When 
the law of separation was read to the 
Pope by his Secretary of State his 
comment is reported to have been 
made in two words: “Opus schismat- 
icum!”"—meaning “It is a work of 
schism.” 

Augustine Baumann, formerly 
Father Augustine, of the Passionist 
Monastery, Hoboken, now occupying 
a very high position in the journalistic 
world in Paris, has published very 
clear views concerning the great out- 
cry of the Roman press against this 


decisive curtailment of the Pope’s au- 
thority in France and the consterna- 


the Vatican was 
thrown thereby, showing that ever 
since the establishment of the Jesuits 
these monks have been the special 
protégés and instruments of the 
Popes, they having often relied even 
more on these monks to uphold their 
authority throughout the countries of 
the world than upon the bishops. 
Thus the Pope has had a powerful 
phalanx of fanatical supporters every- 
where acting as spies upon the bishops 
and the secular clergy. Rome in re- 
turn has ever showered favors, privi- 
leges and exceptions on the monks, 
whose superiors became more power- 
ful than the bishops. The law meant 
the expulsion of the religious orders 
from France or else their transforma- 
tion into members of religious asso- 
ciations more in accord with modern 


tion into which 


society. This was considered the best 
thing that could be done with them— 
either to expel them or to modify their 
code so as to resemble a commercial 
body, for commercial bodies they 
really had become! Their history up 
to the very time of the late enactment 
of French law against them shows it 
to have been almost impossible for 
them to have sunk to lower depths of 
graft than the clearest facts proclaim. 

Only about’a year before their ex- 
pulsion one scheme which should not 
be ignored was worked for the obtain- 
ing of more money from the people. 
Wishing to invent some new object 
for religious traffic, a religious plaster 
was prepared and put upon the mar- 
ket. It was made of linseed boiled in 
water to which a few drops of water 
of Lourdes were added. The plaster 
was sold by missionary monks in 
French country towns at prices vary- 
ing from two to five francs—its mi- 
raculous powers said to contain the 
healing of consumption, rheumatism, 
asthma and pneumonia! The daily 
papers, however, ridiculed it so se- 
verely that its financial success was 
not what had been hoped, and a bishop 
interfered to the scandalous 
traffic. Another monkish order—that 
of the “Fathers of the Precious 
Blood’”’—discovered the commercial 
value of what they blasphemously 
called the “Blood of Christ.” They 
applied to Rome, and Rome author- 
ized the issue of certain indulgences 
attached to the “Precious Blood,” and 
the faithful were invited to pay cer- 
tain alms, in return for which the 
Fathers guaranteed that so many 
drops of the blood would be secured 
to the contributors toward their salva- 
tion! 

We can only afford to notice one 


stop 
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more device of these famous religious 
traffickers—that of the monks of 
the monks of the 

Instead of indul- 
gences, their invention was a liqueur 


Grenoble, called 


Grand Chartreuse. 


which for more than a century has 
the over, from 
which they have derived enormous 


been known world 


profits. The fact that they contrib- 
I 5,000,000 
taxes to the State on this industry 


uted annually francs in 
gives an idea of its magnitude. When- 
ever the Pope was in special need of 
funds his last resource was to call on 
the monks of the Grand Chartreuse, 
who could invariably supply him with 
a few millions! 

The Assumptionists, however, were 
undoubtedly directly responsible for 
the great catastrophe to the Papacy. 
The careful student 
of the conditions of the 
French Republic says of the Assump- 
“They speculated both on 


aforementioned 


peculiar 


tionists : 
the political and the commercial power 
of the press, and by cunningly appeal- 
ing to the fanatical ideas of the rural 
clergy all over France, succeeded in 
establishing hundreds of newspapers, 
invading all the communes of France 
with their publications. The nobility 
discontented elements at 


and other 


once saw the power of the new press 


organization, and, taking sides with 


them and with the clergy, for a time 
there was no more powerful combina- 
tion than that of the Assumptionists. 
Ministers, generals and agents of the 
to the throne were very 
diligent revilers of the Republic, and 


pretenders 


time it seemed that a sanguinary 
Fortu- 
(sovernment succeeded in 


ition was. threatened! 


nately, the 
bringing some of the conspirators to 
light, and stemmed the revolutionary 


movement. The monkish intrigues 


were clearly revealed and frustrated, 
France was saved, and the dignity and 
liberty of the Republic strengthened. 

Through the legal separation of 
Church and State France has given 
the death blow to the power of all 
those intriguing monkish orders and 
established on a sure basis her future 
security and peace. The Popes have 
lost one of their strongest supports 
and a mine of wealth which in the past 
was always ready for their help in 
times of need. So this new law of 
lrance has, among its other benefits 
to the world, created an imperishable 
barrier to the outflow of that golden 
stream which has for ages enriched 
the Vatican. The Republic has been 
immensely strengthened and the value 
of its citizenship has been increased a 
thousandfold. Equal laws now insure 
justice for all classes of its people and 
are firmly established. 

Our own strong Republic has, in 
certain respects, long been a beacon 
light to our struggling sister, and now 
we rejoice with her in her final victory 
over these hidden foes of her own 
household, and with heart-felt con- 
gratulations wish an ever-increasing 
tide of prosperity for the Republic of 
France, and may the precious gems 
—Truth, Knowledge and Concord—be 
now set indestructibly upon her shield 
of state. 

In the letter accompanying this val- 
uable presentation of one of the most 
important events of our time our es- 
teemed contributor says: 

“In these busy days people forget 
even important things so soon! And 
many seem to have no realization of 
the practical value of remembering the 
past history of a land whose people 
have been injured beyond endurance 














by the policy of an alien power which 
never changes, never gives up its pur- 
pose to rule or ruin, and which con- 
stitutes to-day one of the most for- 
midable menaces to the future of this 
Republic. 

“Many Protestants, too, are totally 
blind to the dangers resulting from the 
rapidly increasing Roman Catholic 
educational institutions so much in 
evidence in our city and its suburbs, 
and reminders are badly needed by 
such people that our God-given lib- 
erties may not be held in too light 
esteem. It is very sad to see easy- 
going Protestant people helping to fill 
these places with their children. The 
other day one such lady showed me 
with pride some very pretty and 
artistic fancy work done by her seven- 
teen-year-old daughter under the su- 
pervision of some ‘patient, painstak- 
ing’ French nuns, and gave unstinted 
praise both to them and their schools ; 
and the whole incident impressed me 
deeply as showing the magnitude of 
the perils to which youthful souls are 
exposed by the machinations of these 
Papal agents, for, of course, nothing 
is seen or experienced by the new 
pupils but what seems simply delight- 
ful. I greatly doubt if these parents 
know the true causes which have led 
to the present abundance of Roman 
Catholic educators in our land.” 





Cardinal Logue’s Visit. 


There has been much comment in 
Roman Catholic circles following the 
visit of Cardinal Logue to take part 
in the centennial celebration of the 
Diocese of New York. Though he 
met Cardinal Gibbons at the celebra- 
tion in the city, he did not visit him 
in Baltimore. Dr. Ireland was also 
conspicuous by his absence from these 
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functions. Efforts were made to in- 
duce Cardinal Logue to visit Dr. Ire- 
land at St. Paul, but the Irishman did 
not go west. So many of these Amer- 
ican archbishops would like to be cre- 


ated cardinals that they sought 
Logue’s influence; but he evaded 
them all. He had a good time, how- 


ever, in meeting prominent Ameri- 
can Protestants. 





Dr. Ryan’s Wit. 
Archbishop Ryan, of Philadelphia, 


is one of those prelates who would 
like to be a cardinal, like Archbishop 
Ireland, growing 
small by degrees and beautifully less. 
He is the wit of the hierarchy of the 
United States. During a recent visit 
to a home for orphan girls in German- 
town, Dr. Ryan told this story on him- 
self. Having an attack of rheuma- 
tism, from which he suffers greatly at 
times, the archbishop, while seated on 
a bench in Logan square, attempted to 
arise, but found it impossible to do so. 
A small boy, with evening papers 
under his arm, saw the prelate strug- 
gling to get on his feet, and, without 
any ceremony, pushed him in the 
back, which assisted him stand 
erect. “Thank you, my dear little 
man,” said the archbishop. “Oh, don’t 
mention it; when I sees a man full 
I gives him a lift. I push my father 
along the same way when he’s drunk.” 

Of course that boy was a Roman 


Catholic. 


whose hopes are 


to 





The good superintendent of the 
Lake Superior Mission, Wis., in a re- 
cent letter said he greatly enjoyed 
reading THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 
and he signed his letter: “In behalf 
of God’s Free Truth which you are 
helping to spread, J. H. N.” 
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Bits of Correspondence. 


South Carolina:—I should 
have circulated copies of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC more widely but for 
the fact that a revengeful priest here 
might seek to persecute all who would 
read it. A very friendly feeling exists 
between the few Catholics the 
Protestants in this community, but I 
cannot help thinking that the pastors 
of the Protestant churches, and indeed 
every member of them, should have 
greater sympathy for the work yoy 
A. W. 
[Our friends should pay no atten- 
tion to “revengeful priests” that they 


From 


and 


are doing. 


might occasionally meet, in whose 
breasts angry passions might be 


aroused by the Gospel preached in 
THe ConvertTep Catuottic. Intelli- 
gent Catholics have no respect for 
such priests, and will not heed their 
threats to persecute Protestants. The 
day has passed in America when 
bigoted, ignorant priests can frighten 
the Catholic people from thinking for 
themselves, and their influence over 
the ignorant will be short-lived and 


reactionary. | 
as 


From California:—Our dear Miss 
Mary Adams, of New York, now with 
the Lord, first sent me copies of THE 
CONVERTED CaTuHotic. I enjoy read- 
ing it very much, and watch eagerly 
for its coming. I have given away 
every copy for several years to other 
friends, who I hope are as interested 
in its contents as Iam. May God bless 
His own Word and prosper and bless 
you in your work of love for Him. 

A. E. G. 


[ Miss Adams, a_ saintly 
woman who died just before the new 
Christ’s Mission building was opened, 
was the most constant attendant at the 


Mary 
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services in Masonic Temple and the 
old building from the beginning of 
the work. Her presence at the meet- 
ings was always an inspiration to the 
pastor, who, with all the members of 
the congregation, esteemed her highly. 
She will be greatly missed. ] 
xz 

From California:—Being a good 
Protestant, I cannot well do without 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, and so I 
send in my subscription. I rejoice 
over every conversion from Roman 


Catholicism. ha’ ee 


& 

From Illinois:—I lately met a 
young priest of prepossessing appear- 
ance, and I am going to send him my 
copy of THe CoNnveRTED CATHOLIC 
every month. Who knows but what 
a single copy, like that given to the 
Rev. Mr. Hennes, of Ohio, some years 
ago, may lead to his conversion? His 
name is If he’ should 
write to you, please let me know. I 
believe this is an excellent plan to do 
good with the Magazine. G. 








[Our good friend’s purpose to send 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC to priests 
after he has read it cannot but have a 
good effect on them. The priests of 
Rome everywhere cannot but be inter- 
ested in the Magazine when it reaches 
them regularly. At first perhaps there 
may be something in a single number 
that would seem to endanger their in- 
come, like Alexander the coppersmith, 
but there is so much real religion, true 
philosophy and good humor in it in 
the course of a year that they must 
be very bigoted or very stupid if they 
do not appreciate it. We should like 


to reach every priest in the United 
States with copies this year. 
friends help in this matter.] 


Let our 
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Letter from a Priest in Costa 
Rica. 
St. Domingo de San Mateo, 
Republic of Costa Rica, 
Central America. 
To Rev. James A. O’Connor: 

Dear Brother in Christ—After be- 
ing a priest for sixteen years in sev- 
eral parishes, first in Panama and 
then in Costa Rica, everywhere en- 
joying the approval of my superiors, 
to-day at the age of thirty-eight, I 
have turned to the true religion of 
Christ Jesus and accepted the simple 
Gospel, which the Roman Church 
neither knows itself nor can properly 
set before its people. 

I spent fourteen years in several 
seminaries in Spain and America, in 
preparation for the priesthood, but 
in the long years of practical experi- 
ence which followed, I was convinced 
of the deceit of this religion, and 
realized that Romanism is a purely 
conventional cult, born in the secrecy 
of remote ages, in which the dark- 
ness of ignorance gave birth to its 
sinful errors. 

The immense volumes of theology, 
philosophy and dogmatic logic which 
I studied contained a world of hu- 
man abstractions. When examined 
by the enlightened Christian intellect, 
they are seen to be saturated with a 
corrupt paganism, illustrated in 
sculptures and figures of numerous 
images, which I believed to be the 
exact material expression of that in- 
finite Being, who we know cannot 
be seen with the human-eyes nor rep- 
resented to the human eye because 
“He is a Spirit,” and only in spirit and 
in truth can he be worshipped by 
angels and by men. Rome appears 
to have forgotten the words “Hear 
O Israel, the Lord thy God is one 


- 


Lord”—the synthesis of divine wor- 
ship throughout the Mosaic dispen- 
sation. “Audi Israel, Dominus tuus 
Deus unus est.” She worships the 
seen or unseen saints, fashioned in 
the artist’s shop, who are soon set 
up as gods on expensive altars sur- 
rounded by the fragrance of idola- 
trous incense. The multitude come 
to see the beauty of the golden al- 
tars and are captivated and ensnared 
by the wonderment of the “fountain 
of miracles,” and the enchantments 
of the worship. Paganism would be 
scandalized by the idolatry and inhu- 
man practices of the Roman Church 
to-day. Entering one day into the 
forest she chose a tree to make a 
pew from which to worship; but the 
workman into whose hands it was 
committed modeled the rustic stem 
into human form which came to be 
worshiped as the Roman Olympic 
Deity. “Maluit esse deus; deus inde 
ego!” 

I was one of that large number 
who, because of unfortunate circum- 
stances, rush into the muddy sea of 
a darkened conscience. In this de- 
plorable condition as a priest I de- 
fended and concealed great iniquity 
in the Church, for which, some day 
God would have judged me had I 
not come to Him. It would have 
been criminal for me to have heard 
the voice of the Lord promising for- 
giveness of sin and freedom from the 
dark pitfalls of Babylon, and to have 
still church which 
would lead me, and others with me, 
into eternal perdition. 


continued in a 


the Roman 
Pontifex and his self-established in- 
fallibility. I want to escape the er- 
roneous doctrines of Purgatory, the 
confessional, and also of justification 


I want to flee from 





to 
cn 


by works as a means of eternal sal- 
vation, with the 
sacrifice of our 
Saviour to redeem us from all sin by 
His blood. 

| want to be free from false sys- 


tems oi 


which does away 


great propitiatory 


sacraments and to reprove 
the prevalent belief in the existence 
of Purgatory, which has brought to 
the Church of Rome tons of gold and 
silver through the fear of its terri- 
fying flames. I do not want to see 
the sad condition of souls giving all 
they have to be used in crowns and 


mitres Ol 


saints, or for luxurious 


palaces, museums and artistic par- 
lors for the exhibition of the “Venus 
of the Nile.” 

I have resolved to worship and 
serve Christ, the only sacrifice for sin 
Who Realizing 


that He is all that is needed for the 


annuls all others. 
salvation of my soul, it is my deter- 
mination to the 


accept 


unite with 


Christ 


true 
His 
and 
poweriul Word of the Master with- 
human 


Church of and 


word as the Divine, personal 


out mutilation. 

[ want to search the Scriptures, 
and as Paul says I want to be perfect 
“thoroughly furnished unto every 
good work.” 

Realizing that J owe to God alone 
of the truth, I wish 


to show my gratitude by using the 


the knowledge 


oratorical gift that He has given me 
in proclaiming Christ as the Saviour 
of the world, and in heralding the 
Gospel of His salvation and grace. 
In order to carry out this plan, I 
have spoken to Rev. W. McConnell. 
He 


spent three davs with me, approved 


who has been very kind to me. 


my plans and encouraged me to 


stand for Jesus, not fearing what man 


caiuld An ta ™ 
couid do to me. 
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He asked me to write to you, and 
I] do so in the hope of receiving 
spiritual help for this trial through 
which I am passing. It is the opin- 
ion of Brother McConnell that it will 
be necessary for me to go to the 
United States to be instructed in the 
ministry of the Gospel under your 
supervision, because you have be- 
longed to the Roman Church also. 

| feel, however, that the expenses 
of the trip and the time required to 
learn a new language are difficulties 
in the way of such a step. My means 
are limited and I am somewhat ad- 
vanced in years, and as there is a 
possibility that the Lord will open 
the way for work in this country, I 
consider it prudent for me to remain 
here, if it is God’s will. I have some 
education in several branches, such as 
theology, philosophy, history, Latin 
and Greek, and am somewhat ac- 
quainted with the doctrines of the 
Gospel. I am studying now your 
system of theology continually, and I 
am sure that I shall be able to ex- 
pound the essentials of evangelical 
religion so that I can not only pro- 
claim it to the hungry multiude, but 
also defend it from the Roman ob- 
jections and criticisms. 

After having made personal pro- 
ession of the evangelical faith before 
the Roman Bishop of this diocese, I 


withdrew from the church. My pres- 
ent plan is to leave Costa Rica and 
to flee from the scandalous excom- 
munication, violent persecutions and 
personal danger, to the Argentine 
Republic, where I may find an exten- 
sive field for the spread of the Gos- 
pel. 

Be assured that I did not receive 
the Gospel for mercenary reasons. I 


expect to work for my personal needs 











and at the same time to give my life 
ior others. The great difficulty, how- 
ever, is that there is scarcely any op- 
portunity for using my knowledge of 
the above-named branches of a study 
so as to earn my daily bread. I have 
therefore resolved to study book- 
keeping in the few months that I re- 
main here, under the direction of 
Brother McConnell. I trust that this 
plan may meet with your approval. 

Please permit me to ask you in 
Christian sincerity to send me letters 
of recommendation to brethren in 
Christ in the Argentine who may be 
able to receive me in Christian fel- 
lowship, and who could assist me in 
getting a good position in some office 
where I may be independent of finan- 
cial assistance. 

May the God of patience and con- 
solation confirm by His grace this re- 
quest and perform in me the good 
work which He has begun until the 
day of Jesus Christ, using me to 
spread in this ungodly world the 
Kingdom of His Son, Jesus Christ, 
to Whom be all honor and glory. 

Jose G. ANTBARRO, 
Presbyter. 


Rev. William W. McConnell, the 
devoted missionary through whose 
zeal this learned priest was convert- 
ed, has been sixteen years in Costa 
Rica in connection with the Central 
American Mission, whose headquar- 
ters is in Paris, Texas. Judge D. H. 
Scott is the treasurer of the Mission. 
We hope our friends will communi- 
cate with Judge Scott, Paris, Texas, 
regarding this important Mission. 
Mr. McConnell the first mis- 
sionary sent out the 
American Mission his 
have been wonderfully blessed. 


was 
by 


and labors 
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Central 


A Business Man’s Experience. 
I never fully realized the signifi- 
cance of the Sacrifice of Calvary for 
me personally until a little child, one 
of my own dear ones, lay suffering 
on her deathbed, on her fourth birth- 
day, when she uttered the following 
words in German, half an hour before 
she departed: “Ich will heim, Ich will 
heim—(I want to go home).” Her 
grandmother, who sat by her bed- 
side, said to her: “Frances, du bist 
ja heim—(you are at home).” And 
the child said: “Nein, Ich will heim 
in dem himmel—(No, | 
home to heaven).” These words she 
spoke in German. The last words 
she uttered, a few moments before 
she passed away, 
English—“There is Jesus.” 

I was standing by her bedside 
while she spoke and unt:] her spirit 
took its flight, and no person had 
suggested to her the words she used. 
It seemed to me then, and I think 
so still, that she could not have 
spoken thus if the Holy Spirit had 
not inspired her. From that time 
forth I have derived great comfort 
from the child’s words, and from the 
verse, “Where two or three are gath- 
ered together in My name, there am 
I in the midst of them.” Often when 
I am at the prayer meeting or kneel- 
ing at my bedside, it seems as if the 


wish to go 


were spoken in 


Saviour were very near and I could 
almost touch Him. However that 
may be, I am confident He is with 
and near me always, according to 
His promise to His people, and that 
He will continue with me until He 
calls me home to the house of many 
mansions, where I shall be with Him 
and my dear Frances, to praise Him 


and glorify His name forever. 


New York. 


H. H. D. 
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GERALDINE DE LISLE; OR, TRIED AND TRUE. 
CHAPTER XVIII (Continued). 


A MODEL PREACHER. 


“Mr. Ford received me with the greatest kindness. When I apolo- 
gized for troubling him at so late an hour, he told me that nothing could 
afford him greater happiness than to deliver His Master’s message of love 
and mercy. He asked me if I were a foreigner, on account of my name, 
and when I told him where I came from, he said he was delighted to 
meet a fellow-countryman, as he, too, was a native of the ‘Green Isle.’ I 
gave him a brief outline of my history and religious difficulties, into which 
he entered with the deepest sympathy. He showed me that I need not 
wait for any preparation to fit me for coming to Christ, but should go to 
Him just as I was, sinful and needy, and receive God’s blessed gift of sal- 
vation. He told me about a heathen jailer who had cruelly treated St. 
Paul, and being greatly terrified by an earthquake, had rushed into his 
dungeon, inquiring what he must do to be saved, and that St. Paul had said: 
‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved;’ and that 
very night, having heard for the first time the message of salvation, he 
believed, and was baptized, and became a happy Christian. I thought 
when I heard this, that if St. Paul so quickly received this converted 
‘heathen into Christian fellowship, why should I hesitate to accept the 
same glad tidings with thankfulness? When I told Mr. Ford that I felt 
my doubts had been removed, and that I was resolved to put my trust 
in Christ’s merits, and give myself to His service, he seemed so rejoiced. 
Kneeling down with me, he thanked the Lord for having revealed Himself 
to me, and prayed that I might henceforth be a true and valiant soldier 
of the cross against the world, the flesh and the devil.” 

Tears of gratitude flowed from the eyes of both his companions, as 
Edward De Lisle avowed his newly-found faith in the Saviour. They 
heartily congratulated him on making the acquaintance of such an ex- 
cellent friend and counsellor. Geraldine hoped she and Helen might, ere 
long, have the privilege of hearing him preach, and becoming acquainted 
with him personally. 

“You will soon enjoy that gratification. Mr. Ford has kindly prom- 
ised to call in a day or two. He asked if any of my family were residing 
here, and when I told him how you had been for some time a convert 
from Romanism, and had suffered so much for the truth’s sake, he was 


deeply moved, and desired me to tell you he was most anxious to make 
your acquaintance.” 


On the following Tuesday Mr. Ford made his promised visit, to the 
great delight and profit of the expectant trio. There was, as it were, an 
atmosphere of heaven about this sainted man, which was felt by all who 
met him, even by those whose religious opinions widely differed from his 
His habitual cheerfulness, and sweetness of disposition, gave an 
irresistible charm to his manner. He possessed that rare tact and judg- 


own. 
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ment which knows how to “speak a word in season,” and he never lost 
an opportunity of dropping the good seed, even by the wayside, where 
it often bore fruit unknown to the sower. To win souls was the motto 
and object of his life. 

A new life of enjoyment began for the happy party at Rose Villa, 
under the ministry of this excellent man. Geraldine’s health became com- 
pletely restored, and she was enabled to participate in many varied social 
enjoyments and religious privileges of this favored parish. Besides the 
usual Sunday services, which were densely crowded by all classes, there 
were various week-evening meetings, and two flourishing Sunday-schools, 
where the services of Geraldine and her friend were speedily put into 
requisition. There were several associations for missionary and charitable 
purposes, and work parties for their furtherance, to which our friends 
obtained a cordial invitation, and which brought them into intimate ac- 
quaintance with the other members of the congregation. Thus time 
passed pleasantly away, and Geraldine became so deeply attached to its 
religious and social privileges that the thought of leaving and returning 
to De Lisle Castle became almost intolerable to her. 


CHAPTER XIX. 
FAITHFUL HEARTS REUNITED 

Winter was over, and spring already far advanced, when one morning 
Helen Forster received a request from home to attend her mother, who 
had injured her ankle. Much disappointed at losing this highly-prized 
friend, Sir Edward consoled himself by accompanying her as far as Holy- 
head, and delighted the heart of his sister upon his return by the tidings 
of his engagement to one whom she regarded with true sisterly affection. 
The same evening brought a letter from Miss Somers, informing her of the 
death of Mr. Somers some months before at Rouen, and her return to 
England, where she purposed residing till her marriage with a clergy- 
man. She earnestly requested Geraldine to be her bridesmaid on the 
happy occasion, as Mr. Ford (her future husband) was one whom Ger- 
aldine would so thoroughly appreciate, that she was convinced she would 
take up her abode in his parish and help them in their parochial duties. 

Geraldine lost no time in apprizing her friend of the change in her 
circumstances by the restoration of her brother, of his conversion through 
the instrumentality of her future husband, and of the pleasure it would 
afford her to take part in the interesting ceremony. She imparted the 
same pleasant news to Mr. Ford at a friend’s house, and his surprise and 
satisfaction were great at the discovery of Geraldine’s intimate acquaint- 
ance and sincere affection for his future wife. 

By way of contrast to all this happiness Geraldine received a letter 
from Marian Bell giving an account of her father’s sudden death and the 
breaking up of her home, her mother having joined the Roman Catholic 
Church, and taken up her abode with her married daughter. Happily 
Marian was enabled to live independently of her Romish relations. On 
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account of her faithful adherence to Protestant principles, they had treated 
her with so much coldness that she resolved to take up her abode with a 
relation in London who was a zealous worker among the poor in the 
East End. She mentioned that Mr. Granville had suddenly left as mys- 
teriously as he had come there, little knowing that Edward De Lisle’s 
threatening public exposure had caused his hasty departure, to commence 
the same nefarious system (it was to be feared) in some other place, 
under another name. 

Thus weeks passed pleasantly away without any particular occur- 
rence. Mrs. Forster recovered sufficiently to resume her usual occupa- 
tions, and the preparations for Helen’s marriage were begun. ‘There 
were alterations at De Lisle Castle requiring Sir Edward’s personal super- 
vision, and it was arranged that Miss Somers should beguile his absence 
by a visit to Geraldine. This contributed much to the enjoyment of these 
warmly-attached friends, who spent their evenings in happy converse, 
sometimes joined by Mr. Ford. They united in urging Geraldine to 
remain, after her brother’s marriage, as their beloved fellow-helper, little 
knowing the path which was marked out for her. 

The evening preceding Sir Edward’s return, Geraldine and Miss 
Somers went to a Bible-reading at a friend’s house. It was to be attended 
by some strangers engaged in mission work in the great metropolis. They 
had not long established themselves in a quiet corner when the spacious 
sitting-rooms were filled. Mr. Fofd having discovered them, was much 
disappointed that Sir Edward had not returned, as one of the strangers 
had promised to give some details of his labors amongst Irish Roman 
Catholics in London, and was accompanied by a most interesting con- 
verted baronet, whom he was sure Sir Edward would like to meet. Mr. 
Ford presided at a table placed between the folding-doors, and surrounded 
by chairs. Some gentlemen standing in front intercepted Geraldine’s 
view till after the opening prayer, when she obtained a glimpse of those 
seated near the table. Imagine her surprise as she noticed that one of 
the strangers was no other than Sir Arthur Fitzgerald. 

Geraldine had resolvéd to pay so much attention to the speakers as 
to be able to recount the principal details to her brother on his return. 
After this startling discovery it need scarcely be said that her efforts to 
fix her mind on the subject were utterly vain. At the conclusion she 
slipped behind Miss Somers into a window-seat, hoping to remain un- 
noticed till the crowd had departed. Here she was observed by Mr. Ford, 
who presented to her one of the speakers as a fellow-countryman. The 
latter, well-pleased to make the acquaintance of so attractive a specimen 
from his native land, offered his arm to conduct her to the room where 
supper was served, and to her distress placed her in a conspicuous position 
near the head of the table. She was afraid to raise her eyes, lest she 
should encounter those of Sir Arthur, and betray the feelings of her 
agitated mind. Fortunately she was unaware of his close proximity, and 
of the amazement depicted in his countenance. With true delicacy he 
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resolved not to disturb her with any sign of recognition till they both 
should have retired from public observation. 

Supper was at length concluded, and Geraldine and Miss Somers put 
on their wraps to proceed home. Suddenly Geraldine’s hands were 
clasped in those of a tall figure waiting outside the hall door, who, with a 
whispered “ Thank God for meeting you at last!” drew her arm within 
his own, and proceeded to escort her homewards. There was no oppor- 
tunity for any private conversation till they reached Rose Villa, when 
Miss Somers, to her astonishment, was informed that Geraldine’s com- 
panion was her former acquaintance at Norton. Suspecting the true state 
of affairs, she slipped away to her room. 

As soon as they were alone, Geraldine inquired for Lady Fitzgerald, 
and was shocked to hear of her death, some months before, at Genoa. 
As she had continued a staunch Romanist to the last, the subject seemed 
painful to her affectionate son, and he changed it by asking what had 
brought Geraldine to that neighborhood. 

“When I returned from the Continent,” he said, “I repaired to Norton, 
but found you had left, and could get no information from Mr. Granville, 
who confessed utter ignorance on the subject.” 

“You will not be surprised at that when you hear how he treated me. 
It is a long story, and I will defer telling it to-night. I am sorry Edward 
has not returned from Ireland. I expect him to-morrow night, when he 
will be delighted to see you, I know.” 

“Edward!” exclaimed Sir Arthur amazed. “May I ask whom you 
mean?” 

“My brother, of course. Did you not know that he had returned from 
India?” ; 

“Thank God!” ejaculated Sir Arthur fervently. “Granville wrote me 
that he had been killed.” 

“Edward’s name was published in the list of the slain, and I never 
heard anything to the contrary till he returned to Ireland. You will 
rejoice to hear that he, too, has become a Protestant, and is engaged to 
be married to an exceedingly nice Irish girl.” 

“The dear fellow! 1 am so thankful to hear such tidings; I long to 
see him again.” 

“Will you not tell me now,” inquired Geraldine earnestly, “what was 
the cause of the great change in your opinions? I cannot describe the 
astonishment I felt when I saw you at Mr. Graham’s.” 

“And well you might wonder, that one so bigoted could have beer 
led- to see his errors. Various circumstances led me in that directior 
almost unconsciously. First of all, your unshaken constancy and con 
sistent piety naturally made a deep impression upon me. Mr. Granville’s 
double-dealing contrasted very unfavorably with your uprightness and 


sincerity. When I went to Italy (which I considered the holy land of 
the Catholic faith), I expected to find there great sanctity, and was dis- 
gusted with the levity and infidelity I met with in every quarter. Such 


hosts of religious orders, and such wickedness and degrading superstition ! 
An honest friar persuaded me to hear the popular orator Gavazzi. 
(Concluded in our next. ) 
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Incidents of the Work. 
this 


gained from one or two incidents nar 


Some idea of work can be 
rated by a lady living in this city dur- 
ing a recent visit to Christ's Mission. 

One of her friends, who was a 
member of the Protestant Episcopal 
Catholic. 
The wedding took place in a Protes 
tant the 
never interfered in any way with the 
bringing up of the three children as 


Protestants. 


Church, married a Roman 


church, and husband has 


They have all been bap- 
The 
girl among these children died 
not long ago; 


tized in their mother’s church. 
only 
she was buried with an 
Episcopal funeral service, and in a 
For 
years the lady who told these cireum- 


Protestant cemetery. several 
stances has been in the habit of send- 
ing copies of THe Convertep CatH- 
oLic to the mother; and she has taken 
care to leave the Magazines about the 


] 
nouse, 


in places- where her husband 
was likely to find them, though she 
has never discussed religious subjects 


“41 


with him. 
™& 

\ Protestant mother was much dis- 
tressed when her son told her of his 
intention to marry a French Roman 
Catholic, and did all in her power to 


When, 


however, she found that his mind was 


prevent him from doing so. 


thoroughly made up on the matter, 


she decided to do what she could to 


bring her daughter-in-law into a 
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knowledge of the truth. She accord- 
ingly took the pair into her own house, 
and treated them both with the great- 
est kindness. She has made a similar 
use of her copies of THe CoNVERTED 
CaTHoLic to that of the lady above 
mentioned, with the result that now 
her daughter-in-law is always glad 
when it comes, because she thinks its 
contents are excellent in every respect. 

So far as her own experience went, 
she said that she had attended the ser- 
at Christ's for many 
years, and had always derived great 
spiritual good from them. She wished 
that the 


preached in the same simplicity and 


vices Mission 


Gospel was everywhere 
plainness, for she was sure that many 
Protestants needed the teaching given 
at Christ's Mission as badly as any 
Roman Catholics. 


Irom South Carolina :—I have been 
much interested in the work of THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC and of Christ’s 
Mission, and at our last missionary 
meeting referred to what was being 
done by you in New York. 

We are having the fact borne in on 
us that the Roman Catholic Church is 
working very vigorously in Charles- 
ton and other cities of our State. Our 
young people are going to the same 
schools as the Catholics and mingling 
with them socially, for the latter who 
have made money are socially ambi- 
tious. Our young men are even drawn 
into marriage relations with Catholics, 
and in that way the latter are gaining 
influence. 


Christ’s Mission Work. 


FORM OF BEQUEST. 

I give and bequeath to Christ's Mission, organized 
in the City of New York, the sum of § 
to be applied to the uses and purposes of said Mission 

All communications can be addressed 
to Albert B. King, President; George A. 
Hampton, Treasurer; or James A. O’Con- 
nor, Secretary of the Board of Trustees, at 
the Mission House, 331 West 57th St., New 
York. 








